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That 
reminds 
me... 

Boost your child', vocabulary with 
this quick word asstKlalion game. 

You say a word, and he replies with 
the first word that pops into his head. 
For example, if you say "mid," he might 
say "hot." "winter," or "ice." Encourage 
him to come up with a word quickly, 
without thinking ab~lut It too much. 
Then, you continue the game by saying a 
word in response to his (if he says "hot," 
you might think of "sun"), and then he 
might say "beach. " 

hot bedch 
\Vhen you can't think of any more 

words, talk about how you came up ,,,th 
your answers. ("When you said hot, I 
said sun because it's hot. Then, the sun 
made you think of the beach!") 

Tit': Try starting the game with a word 
you don't think your youngster knows 
well. You can explaio its meaniog to 
jump-start his thinking .• 
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Think small 
o For t1 week(y hornework (is.s:ignmctlt, my son h:ls 
ttlJill one page in hi' journal. Sometimes he doc," ; 
Immv what to wdte about. Any .suggestions? 

o Tell your child that something small. like jumping in a 
puddle or seeing a train go by, can make a good topiC. 

Ily choosing little things to write about. he'll have 
many ideas to pick from. lie will also leam to add 
details and e>:pand on his ideas, since he'll have to 
be spedtk to fill the page. .. . 

If he writes about a puddle, for instance, he can tell where he saw Jt, what it 
looked ancl felt like, what it reminded him of, or what it made him wonder. 
Example: "\ was in the post offiee parking lot with my mom when I saw a huge 
puddle. It was shaped almost like a heart I wonder why.". 

Parent A growing reader 

topal'ent My daughter is 

learning to read this 
year At first, she was embarrassed 
because some or her friends were read­
ing harder hook... in their reading groups. 

( talked to her teacher. 
"Drop Everything and Read" 

explain to Danielle that 
and he encouraged me to 

time in Chl%. 

just because a book looks ( shared the teacher's 
longer or more difficult advice with my daughter, and 
doesn't mean it's more she sccm.<; to feel better. Now, 
e:xdting or interesting. I Ie she knows what to say to her 
suggested ways my daughter friends, and she has been 
could respond if a friend bringing home more chal~ 
made [un of her book. cor lenging library books lately. 
example, she might say, I'm noticing an improvement 
"I,'s just right for me. in her reading already.. 

Discover the 
newspaper 

Spark your youngster's interest in read­
ing the newspaper-she'll explore differ­
ent parts of the paper while she practices 
reading, writing, and spelling. 

Photos. Ask your child to choose a photo Ihal 
she likes from your community paper. I lave her tell 
you what's happening in the pICture (':A lot of people 

November 2011 . 

Then, read the real photo captinn 
together to sec how closely it matchc"i 
her deSCription. 

Headlines. Help your youngster 
read several headlines in the sports 
section. Explain that these are 
titles for the articles. Let her pick ~l. 

simple one ("Girls' softball finishes 
strong"), and read it together. She 
can cut it out, glue it on paper, and 

~~~;';;:~i;e~~ draw a picture to illustrate it. 

with colorlul umbrellas arc standing beside a big building"). Advertisements. Your child can prac­
tice rt'cognizing and spelling food names hy making a pic~ 
ture grocery hst. Give her a large paper grocery hag and the 
newspaper section with food ads. Call Out each item that you 
need (potatoes, chicken, grapes), and have her cut it.. picture 
out and glue it on the hag. Ask her to print the name of each 
product undemeath. Be sure to take her Jist along when you 
shop-and rcuse it to hag your groceries" 

What's yours about?" or, "(t looks easy. 
bur it's really good." 

He also said that it might help to 
remind Danielle that she gets to pick out 
her own lihmry hooks and !ha, she can 

read whatever she likes during 




